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School Newsletter                   Spring Term 4 2019 

Dear Parents, 

I am writing this as we prepare for our school show, Mystery at Magpie Manor, with great         

anticipation yet a lot of nerves at the same time about its success.  I always seem to feel this 

way about a school show with about a week to go yet every year the children seem to pull it 

out of the bag and do the best they can.  It is the same with SATs tests for the year 6; we are 

nervous about it yet we know the children have the skills and abilities to do well. 

We have always tried to nurture these skills and abilities from a young age, from asking      

children to take responsibility for organising themselves to putting them in different, and      

sometimes challenging, environments such as Darley Hall and Ivonbrook Care Homes, Forest Schools, and the 

Edale and Whitehall residentials.  In situations such as these, some children really shine in a way that they may 

be less able to do in the classroom. 

Finally, I have been covering at Stoney Middleton Primary School this term and this arrangement will now           

continue until the summer, when Stoney Middleton will become part of a collaboration with neighbouring schools.  

This arrangement is beneficial to South Darley with the extra funding it brings us, yet hopefully you have not           

noticed much change in the high standard of education your children are receiving. 

Paul Wilde, Headteacher 

Agatha Christie solves the Magpie Manor mystery! 
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We're Not Gonna Take It 

Twisted Sister 

"Oh we're not gonna take it 
No, we ain't gonna take it 
Oh we're not gonna take it      
anymore                                   
We've got the right to choose it 
There ain't no way we'll lose it                                                      

This is our life, this is our song" 

I've had the pleasure of seeing Twisted Sister three times, they're a 
great rock band. I'm quoting this today as during the news on the 
BBC last week (W/C 11th March) It was the usual ad nauseam on 
Brexit—without being too political Brexit is a gift to the Media but 
they are so often playing on peoples insecurities and fears.         
Anyway…... in the usual news someone was singing a version of 
this song which was Brexit friendly. It reminded me of the power of 
music. The emotive nature of Bach or the challenge of The Clash 
or the rebellion of Rock and Heavy Metal. One reason Jesus died 
on the cross was to break the circle of violence and hatred. Did 
God smite, destroy or obliterate the men who killed His Son. No, 
the circle was broken. The power of violence and dictators and 
terrorists no longer end in victory for the strong and abusive. Now 
Jesus showed the world a deeper truth. Love is stronger than 
death. Love in the darkest parts of our histories can help us be 
redeemed. God gives us new life and new hope. Our stories don't 

end in death and failure.  

The anthem of Twisted Sister could well be Jesus` anthem and 
ours too. We're not going to take any prejudice and hate; we're not 
going to take an elitist world where the few will always own the 
much. We have a right,  we're the children of God; we're created in 
His image and likeness - and when our story; our song ends in this 
temporal world we lose nothing for God offers us new life in the 
Redeemed Creation which is Jesus` gift to everyone. In the 1960's 
the RC church in Rome had a meeting and changed their views 
from (to paraphrase) you have to be Christian to go to heaven; to, 
all people of good will; who follow their consciences in a positive 
way have a homeland in heaven. This is my belief - Heaven's for 
everyone who wants it. Easter promises us new life and new hope. 
Yet Easter challenges us to take on the sentiment of 'We're not 
going to take it' We're going to take nothing less than a world full of 
love, joy and fellowship to offer to our children. People of Faith and 
None must never lose our story; our song. Finally, if you're not a 

rock fan (God help you) then Dee 
Snider did a version of this song 
simply with a piano, it's on YouTube 
for a children's cancer charity - I dare 
you to watch that video to the end 
without having tears in your eyes  - its 
about pure, pain filled love. This is the 
Christian Story - love , pain , death all 
wrapped up with the amazing love of 
God for all people.  With my prayers 
and love for you and your family. 

Revd. Stephen Monk.  

An Updated Dates for the Diary has now 

been published and should have reached you via 
Parent Pay along with this newsletter.   

As always, dates are subject to change but we will 
endeavor to let you know of any  changes at the end 
of each term by issuing a new calendar. 

You can also find a copy on the school webpage by 
clicking on the latest news tab.   

Our value this term is: 

We will be finding out about: 

• Friendship in good mes 

and bad, from the story of 

King David and Jonathan  

• Ways that friendship is a 

greater treasure than material 

possessions 

• The experience of Simon 

Peter le!ng down his friend 

and being forgiven 

• A group of friends who did 

something extraordinary to 

help their friend in trouble 

• How trust is important 

between friends and how 

Chrisans trust God. 

The next school 

inset day is           

Monday 3rd June 

2019 
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Introducing the schools’ Online Safety Policy.Introducing the schools’ Online Safety Policy.Introducing the schools’ Online Safety Policy.Introducing the schools’ Online Safety Policy.    

An online safety policy provides educational settings with a framework to develop 
their online safety ethos and enables leaders and managers to ensure they         

consider a safe approach to the use of technology. 

Recognised as part of a wider safeguarding strategy rather than a technical or 
computing issue, online safety falls within the remit of the Designated Safeguarding Lead (Miss Gill). The policy       
supports the school’s e-safety policy and Image Use Policy (and the Social Media Policy due to be approved by the 

Governing Body at their next meeting).  

The policy sets out the roles and responsibilities of staff, pupils, volunteers and parents and aims to reduce the 
online risk to the school and its wider community. It explains how the school will encourage the safer use of         
technology, manage and protect personal data and makes clear the expectations of those using social media           

platforms. 

The policy takes into account the DfE statutory guidance ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ 2018, ‘Early Years 
and Foundation Stage’ 2017, ‘Working Together to Safeguard Children’ 2018 and the Derby City & Derbyshire                  
Safeguarding Children Board procedures.  It applies to all staff including the governing body, school staff, volunteers 

and visitors as well as learners, parents and carers. 

Part of the policy sets out the responsibilities of parents, carers and pupils which includes 

• Reading the policy and encouraging children to adhere to it 
• Supporting the online safety approach by discussing and reinforcing appropriate and safe online behaviours at 

home 
• Abiding by the home school agreement and other safeguarding policies 
• Identifying changes in behaviour that could indicate that your child is at risk of harm online 
• Seek help and support if you or your child encounter risk or concerns online 
• Be aware of our expectations regarding safe and appropriate behaviour online 
• Not post any content, comments, images or videos which could cause harm, distress or offence to others 
• Use systems such as learning platforms safely and appropriately 
• Help children engage in age appropriate online safety education opportunities 
• Respect the feelings and rights of others both on and offline 
• Keep each other safe online 
 
The Online Safety Policy will soon be available from the policies section of the school webpage, or alternatively, a 

copy can be viewed by asking in the school office.   

Playground plans  

Refurbishing the playground has been on the 

school radar for a while now.  Plans have 

been quietly ticking along in the background 

with consultations taking place with the local 

authority and playground installation           

companies.  The working party recently met to 

discuss quotations and with the front             

playground estimated to cost in the region of 

£25,000 and the rear playground estimated at 

£10,000 it was decide to initially focus on the rear of the school.  This doesn’t mean the front refurbishment 

won’t happen—fundraising will need to carry on whilst consultations continue and any necessary permissions 

are obtained. Further information about the rear playground refurbishment will be published when plans are 

finalised. 

Photograph for illustration purposes only—images of equipment may not be 

equipment chosen and installed 
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During summer months please ensure your child has appropriate sun/skin protection.  Staff are not able to apply 

sun cream to children so please ensure your child is able to apply sun cream correctly.  Please also provide the 

school with a named bottle of sun cream during the summer months.  It is recommended that infants are supplied 

with spray on sun cream.   

On sunny days it would be helpful if you could apply sun cream to your child before they arrive at school. 

As part of the school uniform children require a red legionnaire hat with the school logo on which must be worn 

when outside on sunny days.  FOSDS kindly provide all children with a hat upon entry to the school – if your 

child’s hat needs replacing please order a new one in the school office.  The cost is approximately £4.50 per hat.  

 Infants hats are kept in school whilst juniors are responsible for their own hats. It is a year 5/6 privilege to wear 

their own hat so long as it has a peak and doesn't contain inappropriate slogans or images.  As always, please 

ensure all sun cream and hats are named so that we can return lost or misplace items! 

 

Water bottles))..part of the school uniform? 

Yes—they are! All children should bring a named water bottle into school every day—a 

hydrated child is a much happier healthier child! When we are thirsty, mental                

performance including memory, attention and concentration can decrease by about 

10%.  Drinking adequate water during the day can protect health and contribute to          

well-being.  The school has a water cooler where pupils can top up their water bottles 

during the day—cups for the cooler cost £50 per pack and don’t last very long when  

water bottles are not brought in!  Please ensure your child brings a named water bottle 

to school every day.  Thank you. 

FOSDS recently held their Annual General Meeting.  At the meeting it was agreed that Tara would remain in 

the chair role, Sara as deputy with Helen remaining as Secretary and Esther continuing with the Treasurer 

role.   It was judged to be a successful year for the group, having purchased sun hats for new children, items 

that added to lesson topics such as VE Day supplies and items that make the school such as special place 

with birthday pencils,  pupil reward stickers, house points prizes and house party supplies. FOSDS also paid 

for the transport for all the children to go to the cinema at Christmas, keeping the overall cost down for           

parents.   With the emphasis continuing on refurbishing the playground, the FOSDS committee jointly agreed 

to contribute £5000 towards equipment for the back playground which will hopefully be installed later this  

summer.  Plans for the remainder of the year include cake sales and a social event on Sports Day.   

FOSDS would like to thank all the parents, grandparents, children and the wider 

community who have helped either by purchasing or baking items, brought their 

children to discos or attended any other of the wonderful fundraising events. A 

special thank you to those who have helped run those events. 

To help with preparations for the refurbishment of the back playground FOSDS are looking for       

volunteers to help with a ‘tidy up’ of the school grounds.  Weather dependent, this will take place 

on Saturday 8th June 2019 from 10am—further information will be set out nearer the time but 

it is likely to involve food and refreshments!  You don’t need to spend all day with us—even an 

hour in the morning or afternoon will be greatly appreciated.   


